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The goals of the Pirateer, the student newspaper of Englewood High School, are to inform, educate, and entertain 
its readers; to provide a forum for the Englewood community to express attitudes and opinions; to provide an 
educational opportunity for both the students who produce the Pirateer and for whose who read it; and to provide a 
medium for commercial messages.

The Pirateer receives some Englewood Schools District funds, though this income is supplemented through the sale 
of advertising at the basic rate of $5.75 per column inch. The Pirateer may also engage in fundraisers, as needed, to 
maintain the financial integrity of the newspaper.

The newspaper is published seven times per year, approximately once every five weeks when school is in session, 
beginning in September. It is distributed to students and staff free of charge, with a limit of five copies per issue. 
Possession of more than five copies of this publication with intent to prevent other individuals from reading an edition 
is illegal.  Subscriptions are available for $15 a  year, and newspapers are mailed to subscribers. The Pirateer also 
participates in exchange programs with numerous schools throughout Colorado and the nation. Extra copies of the 
newspaper are distributed to the general public through feeder schools and administrative buildings.

The Editorial Board retains the right to choose all content and to determine story priority. This Board consists of Co-
Editors in Chief, Managing Editors, News Editors, Opinions Editors, Features Editors, Lifestyles Editors, In-Depth Editors, 
Sports Editors, Graphics Editors, and Business Managers—with the adviser a non-voting member of the Board. This 
Board also oversees the finances of the publication as well as various production operations.

Staff of the Pirateer include students enrolled in the Journalism class or enrolled in Independent Study Journalism 
(with adviser approval).  Prospective staff members are strongly encouraged to enroll in Beginning Journalism; 
however, students may also be enrolled in Journalism with adviser approval.

All material—writing (other than editorials), photography, or art—appearing in the newspaper will receive credit, 
with the method of credit being at the discretion of the Editorial Board.

The Pirateer staff  will select editorial topics. These editorials will not be signed by the writer, but will reflect the 
opinion of the majority of the Pirateer staff. The Editorial Board takes full responsibility for all editorials.

Commentaries and columns, on the other hand, will be signed and reflect the views of the writer alone. They are not 
the official position of the Pirateer. Editorial cartoons fall into the same categories as commentaries.

Any person with an interest in the Englewood community who has an opinion to be voiced is encouraged to submit 
letters to the editor. All letters must be signed, but anonymity may be requested. It will be granted only if deemed 
necessary by the Editorial Board. Each request will be reviewed on a  case by case basis. Letters may be submitted to 
the adviser’s mailbox in the main office, brought to room 108, mailed to the Pirateer, care of Englewood High School, 
or emailed to the publication.  All signatures will be verified through a phone call or personal interview.

Letters should be fewer than 400 words in length. If excessive editing is needed, the letter will be returned for 
corrections. It is preferred that letters be typed, although handwritten copies will be accepted, if legible.  The Pirateer 
reserves the right to edit any letter for grammatical errors, libelous content or space limitations. 

The Pirateer will strive to present information in a fair, impartial, accurate, and truthful manner. The newspaper will 
function in accord with all applicable laws, both in regards to the rights and restrictions of journalism. The Society 
of Professional Journalists Code of Ethics serves as the basis for the publication’s ethical standards. The Pirateer and 
its staff are protected by and bound to the principles of the First Amendment and other protections and limitations 
afforded by the Constitution. The basis for the publication’s legal positions include the Englewood Schools policy and 
regulations pertaining to school publications and Colorado Rev. Stat. 22-1-120, student exercise of free expression. 



The Pirateer will not avoid publishing a story solely on the basis of possible dissent or controversy.

Electronic media (including online, broadcast and/or podcast media) produced by the name Pirateer Online or Pirate 
TV students are entitled to the same protections—and subjected to the same freedoms and responsibilities—as 
media produced for print publication. As such they will not be subject to prior review or restraint.

Electronic manipulations changing the essential truth of the photo or illustration will be clearly labeled if used.

Student journalists may use print and electronic media to report news and information, to communicate with 
other students and individuals, to ask questions of and consult with experts and to gather material to meet their 
newsgathering and research needs. 

The Pirateer reserves the right to refuse advertising not found to be within the publication’s standards, particularly 
in reference to good taste and to product and/or services that are illegal for the majority of high school readers.  In 
general, it is the policy of the Pirateer not to accept classified ads.

In the event of error (omission, misidentification, etc.) the Editorial Board will attempt to mitigate the damage. Every 
reasonable precaution is made in avoiding errors, but some amount of error is perhaps inevitable. Each case will be 
evaluated on its own merit.

Reporting on student, faculty, and community deaths can be sensitive and the Editorial Board will confine its 
coverage to the News and Opinions sections. The publication will always take into consideration the wishes of families, 
but maintains its responsibility to report truthfully on all aspects of life, and death at Englewood High School.

As members of a student newspaper, reporters and editors may find themselves aware of violations of law 
committed by students which do not involve authorities. However, only crimes and transgressions that result in official 
charges will be reported in the Pirateer  It is not the Editorial Board’s goal to embarrass any member of the Englewood 
High School community, but that discretion must be balanced with the Board’s responsibility to dispel rumors, report 
the facts and provide perspective on the community.

The Editorial Board will regularly survey the student body on topical matters. These surveys will always be 
conducted through a random selection of English classes and will strive to include a random sample of all four grades 
and both genders.  A minimum of 100 students will be surveyed.

Reporters of the Pirateer will always identify themselves as functioning in that capacity before any interview or 
survey. It is not our intention to catch people in embarrassing or misleading quotations. The editors reserve the right 
to correct gross grammatical errors in quotations, if the source’s meaning will be distorted without such editing. 
Otherwise, quotations will be reported as stated by informed sources. There is one exception to this policy, and that 
is in the case of undercover reporting.  This happens rarely, and only after considerable discussion within the Editorial 
Board. The Board recognizes that some stories cannot be adequately reported when sources are fully warned of the 
potential of publication. The authorities may be consulted prior to any undercover operation, and students will not be 
asked to break the law in pursuit of a story.

Sources will not be allowed to read the final text of any story to be published in the Pirateer prior to publication. 
Reporters may read back quotations to sources and will follow up with sources who wish to supplement their initial 
interviews.  The Editorial Board will consider the relative experience of the source in dealing with the press in each 
case.

Sources may wish to have their names withheld from a particular story, and some may have valid reasons for this.  
The Editorial Board will decide on a case by case basis whether anonymity may be granted to protect the source. 
The Board recognizes that a high school is a very confined community of young people, and that some topics, while 
important to the community, may involve public embarrassment and official sanctions if names are printed. Once 
anonymity is granted the Board must stand behind its decision, whatever the pressure. This, therefore, is a very 
weighty decision.

The duly appointed editor or co-editors shall interpret and enforce this editorial policy.


