
Antigone:  Pre and post analysis of key concepts  Name _____________________

Part I:  Pre-reading: Write a personal response paragraph or paragraphs in answer to each 
of the following questions. Paragraphs should have topic sentences and be supported with 
specific examples based on your experiences. There are no right/wrong answers. Grades will 
be based on the thoroughness of your responses and the insightfulness of your responses. 
So think deeply, not superficially.  Keep this assignment so you can do Part II later.

1.   Under what conditions is it okay to disobey the law?  Answer this question in a well-
developed paragraph citing specific examples.

2.   What is the "ultimate law"?  To whom or what does one owe his/her primary allegiance?  
To oneself?  One’s family?  One’s country?  Why?  Answer these questions in a well-
developed paragraph.

3.   True or false:  “Pride goes before the fall.”  What does this quote mean? Do you agree or 
disagree?  Explain your answer, citing specific examples from your own experiences.

Part II:  After reading the play:
 Select ONE of your original prewrite answers. Answer the question again in a 1-2 page 
personal reaction essay, this time incorporating specific examples/quotes/incidents from the 
play to illustrate what you originally said. Then compare and contrast your initial response 
with what you learn of this theme/philosophical idea from your reading of Antigone. What 
universal truths do you learn from this play related to this topic?
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Grading Rubric - Antigone Personal Reaction   Name _____________________

1.  Clearly states personal response to question prompt  5 pts. ________________

2.   Incorporates specific details, quotes, examples from  
Antigone to support personal response, show contrast to  
to personal response, or to show how personal response 
was altered by reading the play     10 pts. _______________

3.  Uses college level writing skills in:      5 pts. _______________ 
	 •		Punctuation	and	capitalization
	 •		Grammar	and	Usage
	 •		Spelling
	 •		Sentence	structure	and	word	choice
 
        Total points ___________ Grade _____
Additional Comments:
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