Prompts for Responses

Questions about Logic
·    What are the major claims and assertions made in this reading? Do you agree with the author’s claim that . . . ?
·    Is there any claim that appears to be weak or unsupported? Which one, and why do you think so?
·    Can you think of counterarguments the author does not consider?
·    Do you think the author has left something out on purpose? Why?
Questions about the Writer
·    Does this author have the appropriate background to speak with authority on this subject?
·    Is the author knowledgeable?
·    What does the author’s style and language tell the reader about him or her?
·    Does the author seem trustworthy? Why or why not?
·    Does the author seem deceptive? Why or why not?
·    Does the author appear to be serious?
Questions about Emotions (Pathos)
·    Does this piece affect you emotionally? Which parts?
·    Do you think the author is trying to manipulate the reader’s emotions? In what ways? At what point?
·    Do your emotions conflict with your logical interpretation of the arguments?
·    Does the author use humor or irony? How does that affect your acceptance of his or her ideas?
Other Categories of Questions to Develop Critical Thinking
·    Questions to identify important ideas
·    Questions to identify the meaning of direct statements
·    Questions that require students to draw inferences and conclusions
·    Questions to get at underlying assumptions
·    Questions about the meanings of words and phrases in context
·    Questions about tone and connotation

These questions were taken from California State University’s  Expository and Reading and Writing Course. 
